Loma Portal PTA Minutes 

                                                       November 17, 2009      
Call to order
A meeting of the Loma Portal PTA was called to order by Michelle Huber, President at 5:35 PM on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 in the Loma Portal Elementary Library.      
Attendees:   Michelle Huber, Glenda Gerde, Terri Webster, Tom Xitco, Gia Stuckey, Bridget Curran,  Chrissy Pickett, Leigh Burdine,  Susanna Holcomb, Debbie Kirkpatrick, Vernice Branch, Dinisa Valadao, Amy Kinseth and Martha Stauderman.
Minutes:  Minutes from the October 20, 2009 meeting were read.  Bridget Curran motioned to approve the minutes.  Motion seconded and approved.
Treasurer’s report:  Tom Xitco presented the November 17, 2009 report.  Fund balance is $27,369.   Membership revenue is coming in significantly under budget.  Monster bash made close to budget.   Book fair profit was $1,699 which exceeded the $1,500 budget.  The 4th Grade fund is in a deficit as usual for this time of year and is expected to cure the deficit in the months to come thru bake sale profits.  If you have any questions contact Tom.       Bridget Curran motioned to approve checks written numbered 4215-4220.  Motion seconded and approved.  
President’s Announcements:
1.  Memberships are due.  They expired October 31st.   Only current PTA members can vote at meetings.  The campaign will be advertised more with hopes of increased membership.
2. Direct Donation & Great American orders are due.

3. School District budget shortfall is projected to be $83 Million.  Parent involvement is needed to stop proposed cuts that could result in class size increasing to a 29 to 1 ratio, half day kindergarten program, elimination of GATE department, VAPA, Old Town/Balboa Park/6th grade camp programs, etc.  Go to website for link to school district.     Please get involved.
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New Business
· Monster Bash:  Gia said it was a well attended, fun and successful night.  Please email her with any feedback.  
· Holiday Gift Shop:  Martha Stauderman requested help on Thursdays, 9-1pm in the craft room to make gifts.  All gifts completed at home need to be turned in ASAP.  
· Sock Hop:  Gia and Amy said event will be December 4th.   Dress up not required.  4th graders will run 50s diner and bake sale; dance lessons will be given in the beginning.  Dana’s jazz band will provide live music.  Hula hoop contest too.   Volunteers are badly needed since ROTC is  not available.

· Helping Hands Food and Gift Drive:  Gia said the goal is to collect 2,000 food items with the reward to be an extra 15 minutes for a recess.  Big push will be before Thanksgiving but collection will continue in December along with gift items.   Food items will be collected around Thanksgiving and gifts in December to benefit families in need from Loma Portal Elementary.
· E-Blasts:  Michelle will seek contributions to e-blasts during the week and e-blast will be emailed out on the weekends.  
· Take a Vet to School:  Michelle said the Veterans who shared their experiences with the children were wonderful.  It was a very moving day that had an impact on the children.  
· Open Discussion:  1. Glenda reminded everyone that there is a school camera in office to be used for school events.  The yearbook is always accepting pictures.  2.  Monster bash ideas were discussed.   3.  Community partnerships will be explored more to help fund school events.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:35 pm
Terri Webster, Secretary 
